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FILM-COVERED BATTERY AND FABRICATION METHOD 

Examiner: Z. Best S.N. 10/566,713 Art Unit: 1795 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Claims 1-7 in the reply filed on December 15, 
2008 is acknowledged. Claims 8-11 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed February 1 , 2006 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; each 
non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other 
information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2) referred to 
therein has not been considered. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
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Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because the term "confront" should be "confronts." Proper 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bannai et al. 
(US 6,503,656 Bl). 

Regarding Claim 1, Bannai et al. teach a film-covered battery (abstract) comprising a 
battery element (1) having a configuration in which a positive electrode confronts a negative 
electrode (col. 2, lines 52-57), and a laminate film (2), in which at least a heat-seal resin layer 
and a metal foil layer are laminated (col. 2, lines 52-57), for encapsulating said battery 
element with said heat-seal resin layer arranged on an inner side and for sealing said battery 
element by heat-sealing an outer periphery of said laminate film (col. 2, lines 36-57), wherein 
a cross-linked structure is formed in said heat-seal resin layer of said laminate film in at least 
an area in which said heat-seal resin reaches a temperature equal to or greater than the 
melting point at the time of heat sealing said laminate film (5) with the exception of an outer 
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periphery of a heat-sealed area and in which said laminate film contacts a part that is sealed 
inside said laminate film (4). 

Regarding Claim 2, Bannai et al. teach the heat sealed area (4, 5) is formed in an area 
that includes an outer periphery of an area (4) in which said cross-linked structure is formed 
(%• 4). 

Regarding Claim 3, Bannai et al. teach lead terminals (3a, 3b) that extend outside said 
laminate film are connected to each of said positive electrode and negative electrode (col. 4, 
lines 23-32). 

Regarding Claim 4, Bannai et al. teach the film-covered battery as recited above. It is 
noted that Claim 4 is a product-by-process claim. Even though product-by-process claims 
are limited by and defined by the process, determination of patentability is based on the 
product itself. In re Thorpe, 777 F.2d 695, 698, 227 USPQ 964, 966 (Fed.Cir. 1985). The 
battery taught by Bannai et al. anticipated to that of Applicant's, and therefore, Applicant's 
process is not given patentable weight in this claim. 

Regarding Claim 5, Bannai et al. teach said heat-seal resin layer includes a polyolefin 
(col. 5, lines 23-35). 

Regarding Claim 6, Bannai et al. teach said heat — eal resin layer is a material in which 
an electron beam-reactive compound (col. 5, lines 42-62) is added to an electron beam- 
decomposing (degradable) resin (col. 5, lines 11-22). 

Regarding Claim 7, Bannai et al. teach said battery element is a chemical battery 
element (col. 4, lines 33-47). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary Best whose telephone number is (571) 270-3963. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday, 7:30 - 5:00 (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dah-Wei Yuan can be reached on (571) 272-1295. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Zpb 

/PATRICK RYAN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



